REGULATIONS AMENDING THE FOOD AND DRUG REGULATIONS
(HALAL FOOD)
AMENDMENT
Issues
Currently, it is difficult for consumers of halal food to make informed purchase
decisions without knowing the standard used in certifying the food product as
halal. Stakeholders want a more proactive approach that will assist in alleviating
this situation. Government intervention in this matter is required to ensure
consistent, accurate and appropriate label information on halal food so that
consumers can make informed food choices.
Objectives
This regulatory amendment will assist in properly informing Canadians when
choosing halal labelled foods by requiring that halal claims on food labels,
packaging or advertising material are accompanied by an indication of the body
that certified it as such.
Description
This amendment to the Food and Drug Regulations will add a specific reference
to halal so that a halal claim on a food label, or package or in advertising material,
is accompanied by the name of the person or body that certified the food as halal.
This regulatory amendment will not modify food safety requirements for foods
labelled as halal. However, letting consumers know who certified the food as
halal will enhance the information available to them in order to make informed
choices. It will be up to the consumer to determine whether or not the certification
requirements meet their expectations with regard to halal. The CFIA will not
establish standards or requirements for what can be labelled as halal, nor will it
establish requirements for becoming a certifying body.

Consultation



Apart from a few concerns, stakeholders have, in general, expressed support for
this amendment. During an October 25, 2010, consultation meeting with key
stakeholders in the Canadian food processing and distribution industry dealing
with halal foods, as well as the Muslim community and religious groups,
stakeholders clearly stated that their main concern was the inability to properly
differentiate halal from non-halal foods in the market. Stakeholders stated that
they would have ideally wanted halal regulated through a standard but do
recognize that Government cannot take action to enforce a halal standard without
consensus among the stakeholders themselves as to what constitutes halal. Most
stakeholders however expressed their support for this amendment, which will
specify the kind of information to be included on labels, packaging or advertising
material, without addressing the issue of standards used to certify food as halal.
The conclusion which emerged is that stakeholders must achieve a consensus
among themselves as to what should constitute an acceptable standard for halal,
before the CFIA can contemplate regulating through a standard.

The amendments were prepublished in the Canada Gazette, Part | on June 1,
2013, followed by a 75-day comment period during which interested parties were
invited to submit comments concerning the amendments. The CFIA received five
written submissions from the following: a private citizen, a food manufacturer, an
industry group (Retail Council of Canada), a provincial government and a
marketing company. The CFIA has reviewed each of the submissions which,
apart from a few concerns, are generally supportive of the amendments.

. Development of a halal standard and proper oversight of this
standard: A large association of regulated stakeholders raised concern about the
lack of a standard for halal. They believe that regulating halal without a federal
standard will lead to increased confusion among consumers as to what is truly
halal. While understanding the concern of this industry group, the CFIA is not in

a position to develop a federal standard for halal given the lack of consensus



amongst Muslims as to what constitutes halal (e.g. mechanical slaughter versus
manual slaughter). This amendment, however, will accommodate all existing
standards, by simply requiring that the certifying body be identified on the
product so consumers can make informed decisions, based on their standard of
choice, when buying halal products.

. Mandatory labelling of claims related to ritual slaughtering: The
proponent indicated that all food products resulting from ritual slaughtering
should be required to indicate that on the product. The current federal government
approach regarding ritual slaughter is that such claims are voluntary, but when
used must be truthful and not misleading.

. Clear text in the regulations that they apply to restaurant menus: The
originator of the comment asked for a more explicit regulatory text which clearly
states that the certifying body must also be identified on restaurant menus where
halal food is served. The regulatory text speaks to claims on labels, packaging,
and advertising material. The CFIA considers restaurant menus as advertising
material; therefore, the concern is adequately covered by the regulatory text.

« Inclusion of company logo as an alternative to the name of the
certifying body: It was suggested that company logos be allowed as an
alternative method of identifying the certifying body on halal products. The intent
of the amendment is to provide additional information to consumers so as to
enable them to make informed decisions about the food they purchase. Some
company logos may not be easily recognizable to all consumers which could limit
the effectiveness of certifier identification as a means to enhance informed
consumer decision making. Therefore, company logos alone are not sufficient but
may be used in addition to the name of the certifying body.



Ban dich tham khao
CAC QUY PINH SUA POI CAC QUY PINH VE THUC PHAM VA
THUOC (THUC PHAM HALAL)
SUA DO
Vin dé
Hién nay, ngudi tiéu dung thue pham halal rit kho dé dua ra quyét dinh mua hang
sang sudt ma khong biét tiéu chuan duoc sir dung dé chimg nhan san pham thuc
pham 1a halal. C4c bén lién quan mudn c6 mot cach tiép can chi dong hon sé& gitup
giam bét tinh trang nay. Su can thiép ctia chinh phu trong van dé nay 1a can thiét
dé dam bao thong tin ghi nhan nhat quéan, chinh xac va thich hop trén thyc pham
halal dé nguoi tiéu dung co thé dua ra lua chon thuc phém sang subt.
Muc tiéu
Viéc stra d6i quy dinh nay s& hd trg thong bao thich hop cho nguoi Canada khi
Iwa chon thuc pham dugce dan nhan halal bang cach yéu cau cac cong bo vé halal
trén nhan thuc pham, bao bi hodc tai liéu quang cdo phai kém theo dau hiéu cua
co quan da ching nhan nhu vay.
M6 ta
Ban stra d6i nay ddi véi Quy dinh vé Thwe phdam va Duwoc pham s& thém tham
chiéu cu thé dén halal dé cong bd vé halal trén nhan thuc pham, bao bi hoic trong
tai liéu quang cao, kem theo tén cua nguoi hodc co quan da chung nhan thuc
pham 14 halal.
Viéc stra d6i quy dinh nay s& khong stra doi cac yéu ciu vé an toan thyc pham doi
v6i thue pham duoc dan nhan 1a halal. Tuy nhién, cho ngudi tiéu dung biét ai da
chtng nhan thuc pham 1 halal s& nang cao thong tin c6 sin cho ho dé dua ra lya
chon sang sudt. Nguoi ti€u dung s€ tuy thudc vao vi¢e xac dinh xem li¢u cac yéu
cau chimg nhédn c6 dap img mong doi cta ho ddi v6i halal hay khong. CFIA s&

khong thiét 1ap céc ti€éu chudn hoac yéu cau doi véi nhiing gi c6 thé dugc dan



nhan 12 halal, cling nhu s& khong thiét 1ap cac yéu cau dé tro thanh co quan ching
nhan.
Tham vin
Ngoai mot s6 lo ngai, nhin chung, cac bén lién quan bay to su tng hd ddi véi stra
d6i nay. Trong cudc hop tham van ngay 25 thang 10 nim 2010 véi cac bén lién
quan chinh trong nganh ché bién va phan phdi thuc pham cua Canada lién quan
dén thuc pham halal, cling nhu cong dong Hoi gido va cac nhom ton gido, cac bén
lién quan da tuyén bd rd rang rang moi quan tim chinh ctia ho 1a khong thé phan
biét dang cach halal véi thuc pham non-halal trén thi trudng. Cac bén lién quan
tuyén b rang 1y tuong ho s& mudn halal duge quy dinh thong qua mot tiéu chuin
nhung thira nhan rang Chinh phii khong thé thuc hién hanh dong dé thuc thi tiéu
chuan halal ma khong c6 sy dong thuan cta chinh cac bén lién quan vé nhiing gi
tao thanh halal. Tuy nhién, hau hét cic bén lién quan bay to su ting ho ddi véi sta
doi nay, trong dé s€ chi dinh loai thong tin dugc dua vao nhan, bao bi hodc tai
liéu quang cdo, ma khong dé cap dén van dé tiéu chuan duogc st dung dé chung
nhan thyc pham 13 halal. Két luan xuét hién 13 cac bén lién quan phai dat dugc su
déng thuan gitra ho vé nhiing gi nén tao thanh mat tiéu chuan chép nhan duoc cho
halal, trudc khi CFIA c6 thé xem xét viée diéu chinh thong qua mot tiéu chuén.
Céc stra doi da dugc dang trude tai Cong bao Canada , Phan I vao ngay 1 thang 6
nam 2013, cung v61 do 1a thoi gian binh luan 75 ngay, trong d6 cac bén quan tam
duoc moi giri ¥ kién gop y cho cac sira d6i. CFIA dd nhan dugc nim ban y kién
gop y tir: mot cong dan , mot nha san xuat thyc pham, mot nhém cong nghiép
(Hoi dong Ban 1¢ Canada), mot chinh quyén cdp tinh va mot cong ty tiép thi.
CFIA di xem xét ting ndi dung gop y dé trinh, ngoai trir mot s6 lo ngai, noi
chung 1 tng ho céc sira doi.

« Xay dung tiéu chuin halal va giam sat thich hop tiéu chuin nay: Mot
hiép hoi 16n cac bén lién quan dugc quan 1y da néu 1én lo ngai vé viéc thiéu tiéu

chuan cho halal. Ho tin rang vi¢c di€u chinh halal ma khong cé ti€u chuan lién
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bang s& dan dén sy nham 14n giita nguoi tiéu dung vé viée thue su 13 halal. Trong
khi hiéu duoc méi quan tdm ctia nhoém nganh nay, CFIA khong c6 kha ning phat
trién mot tiéu chuan lién bang cho halal do ngudi Hoi gido thiéu dong thuan vé
nhimg gi tao thanh halal (vi du: giét mo co hoc so v6i giét mo thu cong). Tuy
nhién, stra d6i ndy s& phu hop voi tat ca cac tidu chuan hién c6, bang cach chi yéu
cau co quan chimg nhan phai dugc xac dinh trén san pham dé nguoi tiéu dung cd
thé dua ra quyét dinh sang sudt, dua trén tiéu chuan lya chon cua ho, khi mua san
pham halal.

« Ghi nhan céng bd bit budc lién quan dén giét mo theo nghi thirc: P&
xudt chi ra rang tat ca cac san pham thuc pham do giét mo theo nghi thirc phai
duoc yéu cau ghi 1d dicu dé trén san pham. Céach tiép can hién tai cua chinh phu
lién bang lién quan dén viéc giét mo theo nghi thirc 1a nhimg tuyén bd d6 1a ty
nguyén, nhung khi str dung phai trung thuc va khong gay hiéu lam.

* Van ban ro rang trong cac quy dinh ap dung cho thuc don nha hang:
Nguoi khdi xudng nhan xét dd yéu ciu mot van ban quy dinh rd rang hon trong
d6 néu 14 rang co quan chimg nhan ciing phai dugc xac dinh trén thyc don nha
hang noi phuc vu d6 an halal. Van ban quy dinh néi vé cac tuyén bd trén nhan,
bao bi va tai li¢u quang cdo. CFIA coi thuc don nha hang la tai liéu quang cao; do
d6, mdi quan tam dugc dé cap day du trong van ban quy dinh.

« Pua logo cong ty vao thay thé cho tén ciia co quan chirng nhén:
Nguoi ta dé xuat rang logo cta céng ty dugc cho phép nhu mot phuong phap thay
thé dé xac dinh co quan ching nhan trén cac san phém halal. Muc dich cua viéc
stra d6i 1a cung cdp thong tin bd sung cho ngudi tiéu dung dé giup ho dua ra
quyét dinh sang suét vé thuc pham ho mua. Mot s6 logo clia cong ty cé thé khong
dé dang nhan ra dbi véi tat ca nguoi tiéu dung, diéu nay c6 thé han ché hiéu qua
cua viéc ching nhan nhan dang nhu mot phuong tién dé nang cao kha nang ra
quyét dinh ciia nguoi tiéu ding. Do d6, chi riéng logo cta cong ty 1a khong du

nhung co6 thé duoc str dung ngoai tén cia co quan ching nhan.



