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Singapore’s Sale Of Food Act, 1973
SALE OF FOOD ACT 1973

This revised edition incorporates all amendments up to and including 1

December 2021 and comes into operation on 31 December 2021.
1. Meaning of “food”
In this Act, “food” includes the following:

(a) any substance or thing of a kind used, capable of being used, or
represented as being for use, for human consumption (whether it is live, raw,

prepared or partly prepared);

(b) any substance or thing of a kind used, capable of being used, or
represented as being for use, as an ingredient or additive in a substance or thing

mentioned in paragraph (a);

(c) any substance used in preparing a substance or thing mentioned in

paragraph (a) (other than a substance used in preparing a living thing);

(d) chewing gum or an ingredient or additive in chewing gum, or any

substance used in preparing chewing gum;

(e) any substance or thing declared by the Minister by order in the Gazette to
be food.

“Food” includes

(@) unprocessed and raw fruits and vegetables that are intended for human

consumption;

(b) seeds, plants, or plant material intended for human consumption,
including seeds that are intended to be sprouted and consumed as sprouts, but not

other seeds, plants, or plant material intended for planting;



(c) drinking water;

(d) any thing that is or is intended to be mixed with or added to any food or
drink;

(e) milk and dairy products;

(f) meat and meat products;

(g) fish and fish products; and

(h) eggs.

However, food does not include

(a) any health product within the meaning of the Health Products Act 2007;

(b) any substance that is a medicinal product within the meaning of the
Medicines Act 1975;

(c) any controlled drug, controlled material or controlled substance within

the meaning of the Misuse of Drugs Act 1973;
(d) any poison within the meaning of the Poisons Act 1938;
(e) any cosmetics;

(f) any tobacco product or tobacco substitute within the meaning of the
Tobacco (Control of Advertisements and Sale) Act 1993;

(g) any package (except edible packaging);
(h) any fodder or feeding stuffs for animals; or

(i) any substance or thing declared by the Minister by order in the Gazette
not to be food for the purposes of this Act.

(4) A substance, thing or chewing gum described in subsection (1) is food

regardless of whether or not it is in a condition fit for human consumption.



(5) To avoid doubt, “food” may include live animals and plants.
1. Meaning of unsafe food

For the purposes of this Act, food is unsafe at a particular time if it would be
likely to cause illness or injury or other physical harm to a person who might later

consume it, assuming:

(a) it was, after that particular time and before being consumed by the
person, properly subjected to all processes (if any) that are relevant to its

reasonable intended use;

(b) nothing happened to it after that particular time and before being
consumed by the person that would prevent it being used for its reasonable

intended use; and
(c) it was consumed by the person according to its reasonable intended use.
However, food is not unsafe for the purposes of this Act merely because:
(a) any individual objects to it because of personal preference;

(b) any part of the community objects to it on moral, ethical, cultural,

spiritual, or religious grounds;

(c) its consumption in inappropriate quantities may damage an individual’s

health; or

(d) its presence or consumption is unhealthy for any individual who has an

allergy or other personal health condition.
2. Non-compliance with food safety measures

A person to whom a direction under this Part is addressed must not, without

reasonable excuse —



(a) carry on an activity in contravention of the direction;
(b) neglect or refuse to comply with any such direction; or
(c) fail to comply with a condition specified in such a direction.

Person who contravenes shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on
conviction to a fine not exceeding $10,000 or to imprisonment for a term not

exceeding 12 months or to both.

A person must not remove the copy of any direction affixed to any food
premises under section 10C(1)(c) while that direction. Person who contravenes
shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not

exceeding $5,000 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 6 months or to both.
2. Food that must not be sold

A person must not sell any adulterated food without fully informing the

purchaser at the time of the sale of the nature of the adulteration.

A person must not sell any food which contains any substance the addition

or use of which is prohibited by any regulations made under this Act.

A person must not sell any food containing a greater proportion of any

substance than is permitted by any regulations made under this Act.

A person must not sell any food which contains more than 50 parts of
methyl alcohol, isopropyl alcohol or denatured alcohol in one million parts of the
food.

A person must not sell food that the person knows or ought reasonably to

know is unsafe.

A person must not sell food that the person knows or ought reasonably to

know is unsuitable.



A person must not sell any food that is packaged or labelled in a manner that
does not comply with all applicable requirements of this Act relating to

identification and labelling of that food.

In a prosecution for an offence under section 20 for contravening subsection
(1), it is not necessary for the prosecution to prove that the accused intended to

commit the offence.

A person must not sell any food which is labelled or advertised in a manner
that is false, misleading or deceptive or is likely to create an erroneous impression

regarding its value, merit or safety.

A person must not sell to the prejudice of the purchaser any food which is
not of the quality or not of the nature, or not of the substance of the food demanded

by the purchaser.

A person must not sell any food which is manufactured, prepared, preserved,

packaged or stored under insanitary conditions.

Any person who contravenes any provision of this Part shall be guilty of an

offence.
3. Liability of importer, packer or manufacturer

Where any food or food contact article in connection with which there is a
breach of any provision of this Act is sold in an unopened package, any person
who appears from any statement thereon or attached thereto to have imported or
manufactured or prepared that food or food contact article or to have enclosed it in
that package is, unless proved to the contrary, deemed to have so imported,
manufactured, prepared or enclosed that food or food contact article and shall be
liable to the same fine as if that person had actually sold that food or food contact

article, as the case may be.



4. Presumptions as to sale for human consumption

When any food or food contact article is sold or exposed or offered for sale,
It is, unless the contrary is proved, deemed to be sold or exposed or offered for sale

for human consumption or use.

The purchase and sale of a sample of any food under this Act for the purpose
of analysis or examination is deemed to be a purchase and sale of such food for
human consumption or use, unless the seller proves that the bulk from which the
sample was taken was not offered, exposed or intended for sale for human

consumption or use.

For the purposes of this Act every person is deemed to sell or to intend to
sell any food if the person sells or intends to sell for human consumption any

article of which the food is a constituent.
5. Sale of prohibited food contact article

The Minister may, by notification in the Gazette, prohibit the import,
advertising or sale of any food contact article which is, in the opinion of the

Minister, injurious to life or health.

A person must not import, advertise or sell any food contact article in

contravention of any notification mentioned in subsection (1).
6. Licences

The grant or renewal of any licence —

(@) is in the discretion of the Director-General;

(b) may be granted, renewed or refused without any reason for the grant, renewal

or refusal being assigned therefor; and



(c) may be granted or renewed subject to any restrictions and conditions that the

Director-General may think fit.
7. Exemption from Act

The Minister may, by order in the Gazette, exempt any class of persons,
food businesses, premises, food or activities from the operation of all or any of the

provisions of this Act or the food regulations.
8. Administrative exemption from Act

The Director-General may exempt, for a period specified in the exemption, a
particular person, food business, premises, food or activity from the operation of
all or any of the provisions of this Act or the food regulations where the Director-

General is personally satisfied that all of the following apply:
(a) the risk to public health of providing the exemption is negligible;

(b) there are other sufficient safeguards under this Act or any other written
law, or by other means, to minimise any risk to public health in providing the

exemption;

(c) there are requirements in other written law or there are other means that
deal with the matter to be exempted besides the applicable requirements of this
Act;

(d) the exemption is necessary or desirable to avoid unnecessary restrictions

on trade.
9. Direction to impose movement controls

The Director-General may give a direction if he reasonably suspects

(whether or not from the report of an authorised analyst or authorised officer)



(a) that food or any thing that may become food, or a food contact article,

does not comply with an applicable requirement of this Act; or

(b) the existence of a hazard or a source of contamination that may affect

food or any thing that may become food.

The direction may impose movement or related controls to determine,
minimise, manage, or control the risk to human life or public health created by the
suspected non-compliance or suspected existence of the hazard or the source of

contamination.

A direction under this section must specify the suspected non-compliance,

hazard or source of contamination, including by reference to —
(a) a thing described,;

(b) a place (where, for example, there may be contamination from the land

or the environment); or

(c) a particular person or food business or a specified class of food business
(where, for example, the contamination may have been caused by a human act or

omission).
The controls may be imposed on all or any of the following:
(a) activities;
(b) areas or premises;
(c) food contact articles;
(d) vehicles;
(e) food,;

(f) any thing that may become food;



(g) food businesses;

(h) anything else that the Director-General suspects relates to the suspected

non-compliance or the suspected hazard or the source of suspected contamination.



Pao luat Budn ban thuc pham ciia Singapore nim 1973
LUAT BUON BAN THUC PHAM 1973

Phién ban sira ddi nay két hop tat ca cac stra d6i tinh dén ngay 1 thang 12

nam 2021 va c6 hiéu luc tir ngay 31 thang 12 nam 2021.
1. Giai nghia “thwc pham”
Trong Dao luat nay, “thuc pham” bao gom:

(a) bat ky chat hoic thir ndo thuoc loai duoc sir dung, c6 kha ning st dung,
hoic duoc biéu thi 1a dé st dung, cho con ngudi (dU ¢ dang sdng, tho, di so ché

hodc da so ché mot phan);

(b) bat ky chat hoic thi ndo thudc loai duoc s dung, c6 kha ning st dung,
hodc duoc biéu thi 1a dé sir dung, nhu mot thanh phan hoac chat phu gia trong mot
chat hoac thtr duge dé cap tai diém (a):

(c) bat ky chat nao duoc sir dung dé diéu ché mét chat hoac tha dugc dé cap
tai diém (a) (trir chat duoc sir dung dé diéu ché mot sinh vat);

(d) keo cao su hodc mot thanh phan hoic chat phu gia trong keo cao su, hoic
bat ky chat nao duoc st dung dé diéu ché keo cao su;

(e) bat ky chét hoic thtr nao duoc Bo truong tuyén bd theo 1énh trén Cong
bao 1a thuc pham.

“Thuc pham” bao gom

(a) trai cay va rau qua chua qua ché bién va séng dung cho nguoi;

(b) hat gidng, cay trong hoac vat lidu thyc vat dung cho con ngudi, bao gom
ca hat giéng dugc du dinh s& nay mam va tiéu thu 1am mam, nhung khéng phai hat

gidng, cdy trong hoic vat liéu thuc vat khac duoc sir dung dé trong;



(¢) nudc udng;

(d) bat ky thi nao dugc hoic dung dé tron véi hodc thém vao bat ky thie an

hoic dd udng nao;
(e) sira va cAc san pham tir sita;
(f) thit va cac san pham tur thit;
(g) c& va cac san pham tir ca; va
(h) trang.
Tuy nhién, thuc pham khong bao gom

(a) bat ky san pham chirc ning nao theo nghia cua Pao luat San pham Y té
2007;

(b) bat ky chat nao 1a mot san pham thudc theo nghia ctia Pao luat Thudc
nam 1975;

(c) bat ky loai thudc nao dugc kiém soat, nguyén lidu duoc kiém soat hoic

chét duoc kiém soét theo nghia ctia Pao luat Lam dung Thubc ndm 1973;
(d) bat ky chat doc nao theo nghia ctia Pao luat Chat doc nam 1938;
(e) bat ky loai my pham nao;

(f) bat ky san pham thudc 14 ndo hoic san pham thay thé thudc 14 theo nghia

ctia Pao luat Thudc 14 (Kiém soat Quang cio va Ban hang) nam 1993;
(9) bat ky bao géi nao (trir bao géi an duoc);
(h) bat ky loai thirc an gia suc hodc thirc dn cho dong vat nao; hoac

(i) bat ky chat hoic tht nao duoc Bo truong tuyén b theo Iénh trén Cong

bao khdng phai 1a thuc pham cho cac muc dich ctia Pao luat nay.



(4) Chét, thtr hodc keo cao su duoc md ta trong khoan (1) 1a thuc pham bat
ké né co & trong tinh trang thich hop cho con ngudi hay khéng.

(5) Bé tranh su lung tang, “thuc pham” c6 thé bao gom dong vat va thyuc vat
s6Ng.

1. Y nghia caa thuc pham khong an toan

Theo muc dich ctia Pao luat nay, thuc pham khong an toan tai mot thoi diém
cu thé néu nd co kha ning gay bénh tat hoic thuong tich hoic ton hai thé chat khéc
cho ngudi ¢o thé tiéu thu n6 sau nay, gia su:

(a) thuc pham d6, sau thoi gian cu thé d6 va trude khi duoc tiéu dung bai
nguoi d6, da tudn theo tat ca cac quy trinh (néu c6) phi hop véi muc dich st dung
hop ly cua no;

(b) khdng c6 gi xay ra véi nd sau thoi gian cu thé d6 va trude khi duogc tidu
thu béi nguoi d6 s& ngan can viéc thuc pham doé duoc st dung theo muc dich hop
ly cua no; va

(¢) nguoi do da st dung né theo muc dich stir dung hop ly.

Tuy nhién, trong Pao luat nay, thuc pham khéng cé nghia 1a khéng an toan
néu chi vi:

(a) bat ky c& nhan nao phan d6i nd vi sé thich ca nhan;

(b) bat ky bo phan ndo cua cong dong phan d6i né trén co s¢ dao duc, dao
dtre, van hoa, tam linh hoac ton giao;

(c) viéc tiéu thu n6 vai s6 luong khdng phl hop c6 thé gay hai cho sic khoe
cua mét ca nhan; hoac

(d) sy hién dién hozc tiéu thy caa nd 1a khong lanh manh cho bat ky ca nhan

nao bi di ng hoac tinh trang stirc khoe ca nhan khac.



2. Khong tuan thi cac bién phap an toan thuc pham

Nguoi nao thude dbi tugng diéu chinh cia hudng dan tai quy dinh nay, néu

khong co ly do hop 1y, khong duoc,:
(a) thuc hién mot hoat dong trai voi huéng dan;
(b) bo qua hoic tir chdi tudn tha bat ky huéng dan nao nhu vay; hoic
() khdng tuan thi mot diéu kién duoc chi dinh theo hudng dan ndi trén.

Ngudi ndo 1am trai s& cau thanh hanh vi pham téi va phai chiu muc phat tién
khong qua 10.000 d6 la Singapore hoac bi phat tu cé thoi han khdng qué 12 thang

hoac ca hai hinh thic noi trén.

Khoéng dugc xda ban sao cua bat ky huong dan nao duoc dan vao bat ky co
s& thuc pham nao trong thoi gian hudng dan d6 ¢ hiéu luc. Ngudi nao lam trai sé
cau thanh hanh vi pham toi va phai chiu muac phat tién khong qua 5.000 d6 la
Singapore hoac bi phat tu c6 thoi han khéng qué 6 thang hoac ca hai hinh thic noi

trén.
2. Thwc pham khong dwoc ban

Khéng ai duoc dugc ban bat ky thuc pham bi pha tap chat nao ma khéng
thong bao day du cho ngudi mua tai thoi diém ban vé ban chat caa thuc pham bi

pha tap chat.

Khéng ai dugce duoc ban bat ky thuc pham nao ¢ chira bat ky chat nao ma
viéc bo sung hoidc su dung bi cAm theo bat ky quy dinh nao duoc thuc hién theo
bao luat nay.

Khéng ai dugce duoc ban bat ky thuc pham nao c6 chira bat ky chat nao voi
ty 18 16n hon muic cho phép caa bat ky quy dinh nao duoc thuc hién theo Pao luat

nay.



Khong ai duoc duoc ban bat ky loai thuc pham nao cé chira hon 50 phan
ruou metylic, isopropyl alcohol hoic rugu bién tinh trong mot triéu phan thuc

pham.

Khéng ai duoc duoc ban thuc pham ma nguoi d6 biét hodc phai biét mot

cach hop ly la khdng an toan.

Khong ai duoc duoc ban thuc pham ma ngudi d6 biét hodc co co sd dé biét

la khdng phu hop.

Khong ai duge duoc ban bat ky thuc pham nao duge dong goi hoac dan
nhan theo cach khong tuan thu tat ca cac yéu cau hién hanh cua Dao luat nay lién

quan dén nhan dang va ghi nhan caa thuc pham do.

Khi truy t6 vé mot hanh vi pham toi theo muc 20 vi 1am trai khoan (1), co
quan cong té khdng can thiét phai chiang minh rang bi can c6 y dinh thuc hién
hanh vi pham toi.

Khéng ai duoc dugc ban bat ky thuc pham nao duoc dan nhan hoic quang
cdo theo céch sai léch, gay hiéu 1am hoic lira d¢ao hoic c6 kha ning tao an tuong
sai 1am vé gia tri, gia tri hoic sy an toan cua thyc pham do.

Khéng ai duoc dugce ban cho ngudi mua bat ky thuc pham nao khéng dam
bao chat luong hoic khong ding ban chat, khong ding véi chat cia thuc pham ma
ngudi mua yéu cau.

Khong ai duoc duoc ban bat ky thuc pham nao dugc san xuat, ché bién, bao
quan, dong goi hoac bao quan trong diéu kién khdng hop vé sinh.

Bat ky nguoi ndo trai véi bat ky quy dinh ndo cta Phan nay sé& cau thanh
hanh vi pham toi.

3. Trach nhiém ciia nha nhap khau, nha déng géi hoic nha san xuat



Khi bat ky vat pham tiép xuc thuc pham hoac thuc pham nao cé lién quan
dén vi pham bat ky diéu khoan nao cua Pao luat nay dugc ban trong mot bao bi
chua mo, bat ky ngudi nao xuét hién tir bat ky tuyén bd nao trén d6 hoic dinh kém
theo d6 da nhap khau hoic san xuat hodc ché bién thuc pham hoic thuc pham dé
vat pham tiép xdc hoic co kém theo nd trong bao bi do, trir khi duoc ching minh
1a nguoc lai, duoc coi 1a d3 nhap khau, san xuat, ché bién hoic kém theo thuc
pham hoic vat pham tiép xdc thuc pham dé va s& phai chiu mac phat nhu néu
ngudi d6 da thuc sy ban thuc pham hoic vat pham tiép xtc thuc pham, tly tung

truong hop.
4. Cac truong hop gia dinh véban cho ngwoi tiéu thu

Khi bat ky thuc pham hoac vat pham tiép xic véi thuc pham nao duoc ban
hoic tiép xuc hoac chao bén, trir khi chimg minh duoc diéu nguoc lai, thuc pham
d6 duoc coi 1a ban hoic tiép xdc hodc chao ban dé tiéu thu hoac sir dung cho con
nguoi.

Viéc mua va ban mot mau thuc pham bat ky theo Pao luat ndy nham muc
dich phan tich hoic kiém tra dugc coi 14 mua va ban thuc pham dé cho con ngudi
hodc str dung, trir khi nguoi ban chiang minh rang sé luong 16n tir @6 mau duoc lay
khong duoc cung cap, tiép xdc hoic nham muc dich ban cho con nguoi hoic su

dung.

Theo cach hiéu tai Pao luat ndy, moi ngudi dugc coi 1a ban hodc c6 ¥ dinh
ban bat ky thuc pham nao néu ngudi d6 ban hodc c6 ¥ dinh ban cho con nguoi bat

ky mat hang nao ma thuc pham 1a mot thanh phan.

5. C4c vat pham tiép xuc véi thuc pham bi cam ban



Bo truong cd thé, bang cach théng béo trén Cong bdo, cAm nhap khau,
quang c&o hoic ban bat ky vat pham tiép xuctiép xuc thuc pham nao, theo y kién
cua Bo trudng, gay nguy hai dén tinh mang hoic stc khoe.

Khéng ai dugce dugc nhap khau, quang céo hoic ban bat ky vat pham tiép
xuc thuc pham ndo trai véi bat ky thong bao nao duge dé cap trong khoan (1).

6. Giay phép
Viéc cap hoic gia han bét ky giay phép nao:

(a) phai tuan theo quyét dinh cua Tong cuc truong;

(b) c6 thé duoc cap, gia han hoic tir chéi ma khdng co bat ky Iy do gi cho viéc
cap, gia han hoic tir chéi dugce chi dinh; va

(c) c6 thé dugc cap hodc gia han theo bat ky han ché va diéu kién nao ma
Tong cuc trudng cd thé cho 1a phu hop.
7. Mién trir khéi Pao luat

Bo truong co thé, theo lénh trén Cong bao, mién trir bat ky nhém nguoi, co
s kinh doanh thuc pham, co sé, thuc pham hoic hoat déng nao khoi hoat dong
cua tat ca hoic bat ky quy dinh nao cua Pao luat nay hoic cac quy dinh vé thuc
pham.

8. Mién trir hanh chinh khéi Pao luat

Tong cuc trudng co thé mién trir, trong mot khoang thoi gian quy dinh trong
mién trir, mot ca nhan cu thé, co sd kinh doanh thuc pham, co s, thuc pham hoic
hoat dong khoi pham vi cua tat ca hodc bat ky quy dinh ndo cia Pao luat nay hoic
cac quy dinh thuc pham néu ban than Téng cuc trudng xac dinh rang tat ca nhing

diéu kién sau day déu ap dung:



(a) rui ro ddi vai stc khoe cong ddng cua viéc cung cap mién trir 1a khong
dang ké:

(b) c6 céc bién phap bao vé day du khac theo Pao luat ndy hoic bat ky luat
thanh vin ndo khac, hoic bang cac cach khac, dé giam thiéu moi rui ro ddi vai st
khoe cong ddng trong viéc cung cap mién trir;

(c) c6 céac yéu cau trong luat thanh vin khac hoic co cac phuong tién khéac
giai quyét van dé duoc mién trir bén canh céc yéu cau ap dung cua Pao luat nay;

(d) viéc mién trir 1a can thiét hoic dang thyuc hién dé tranh nhiing han ché
khong can thiét dbi voi thuong mai.

9. Chi dao ap dung cho viéc quan ly lwu thong

Tong cuc trudong cd thé dua ra chi dao néu co co sé dénghi ngd (co6 hay
khong tir b4o cdo cia chuyén vién phén tich dwgc uy quyén hoic Vién chic co
tham quyén) rang:

(a) thuc pham hoac bat ky thi gi ¢6 thé tro thanh thuc pham, hodc vat pham
tiép xuc véi thuc pham, khong tuan thi yéu cau hién hanh cia Pao luat nay; hoic

(b) su ton tai cia méi nguy hoic ngudn 6 nhiém co thé anh hudng dén thuc
pham hoic bat ky thir nao c6 thé tro thanh thyc pham.

Chi dao nay c6 thé &p dung cho viéc luu thong hodc cac bién phap kiém soat
lién quan dé xac dinh, giam thiéu, quan ly hozc kiém soéat rai ro dbi véi tinh mang
con ngudi hoic sic khoe cong dong do su khéng tuan tha bi nghi ngo hoac su ton
tai bi nghi ngo cia méi nguy hozc nguén 6 nhidm.

Huéng dan trong phan nay phai néu rd su khong tuan thii, moi nguy hozc
ngudn & nhidm bi nghi ngd, bao gom ca viéc vién dan dén:

(@) mot vat;



(b) mot dia diém (vi dy, noi c6 thé bi 6 nhiém tir dat hodc méi truong); hoac

(c) mot ngudi cu thé hodc co s kinh doanh thuc pham hodc mét loai hinh
kinh doanh thuc pham cu thé (vi du, trong d6, su nhiém ban c6 thé do mot hanh

dong hoic so suat ciia con ngudi).

Cac bién phép kiém soét c6 thé duoc ap dung dbi vai tit ca hoic bat ky diéu

nao sau day:
(a) cac hoat dong;
(b) cac khu vuc hoac co s0;
(c) cac san pham tiép xdc véi thuc pham:;
(d) xe co;
(e) thuc pham:
(f) bat ky thtr gi ¢6 thé trg thanh thuc pham;
(g) cac co so kinh doanh thuc pham;

(h) bat ky diéu gi khac ma Tong cuc truong nghi ngd o lién quan dén su
khong tuan thu bi nghi ngo hodc mébi nguy bi nghi ngo hoac ngudn gay 6 nhiém

nghi ngo.





