Traceability, compliance and responsibility in food and feed

According to EU food safety legislation, food and feed cannot be placed on
the market in the European Union (EU) if they are unsafe.

EU Food Law pursues not only a high level of protection of human life and
health and consumers' interests but also the protection of animal health and
welfare, plant health and the environment.

Food and feed business operators shall comply with the specific obligations
laid down by Regulation (EC) 178/2002 (CELEX 32002R0178), covering all
stages of food/feed production and distribution:

Compliance with Food Law
Traceability

Responsibilities

I. Compliance with Food Law

Imported food and feed must comply with the relevant requirements of food
law or conditions recognised by the EU to be at least equivalent thereto. The
competent authority of the exporting country must offer guarantees as to the
compliance or equivalence with the EU requirements.

Ii. Traceability

The EU Law defines traceability as the ability to trace and follow any food,
feed, food-producing animal or substance that will be used for consumption,
through all stages of production, processing and distribution.

The scope of the traceability requirement is limited to the following
products and operators:

Products

Traceability is always required for any substance intended to be, or
expected to be, incorporated into food or feed. However, certain products are
covered by specific EU Regulations or Directives that may even impose more
stringent requirements on traceability, such as:

Animals
Genetically modified organisms (GMOs)
Fruits and vegetables

Certain animal products (beef, fish, honey)



Olive oil
EU specific legislation on traceability in foodstuffs
Operators

This provision aims at ensuring that food business operators are able to
identify the immediate supplier of a product and the immediate subsequent
consignee (one step back-one step forward principle), from the EU importer up to
retail level, excluding supply to the final consumer.

Food and feed operators are also required to have systems and procedures
in place that allow for this information to be made available to the Competent
Authorities upon request.

Although traceability provisions do not apply outside the EU, the
requirement does extend to the EU importer since he must be able to identify from
whom the product was exported in the third country.

Food or feed, which is placed or is likely to be placed on the market in the
EU, shall also be adequately labelled or identified to facilitate its traceability,
through relevant documentation or information on the product particulars.

Therefore, traceability allows:
Responding to potential risks that may arise in food and feed,
Targeted withdrawals of unsafe food from the market

The provision of accurate information to the public, thereby minimising
disruption to trade

Iii. Responsibilities of food and feed importers

Food business operators at all stages of production, processing and
distribution within the businesses under their control, shall ensure that foods
satisfy the requirements of food law which are relevant to their activities and shall
verify that such requirements are met.

If a food business operator has reason to believe that imported food or feed
IS not in compliance with the food safety requirements, it shall immediately
initiate procedures to withdraw the food in question and inform the competent
authorities thereof.

Legislation

Regulation (EC) 178/2002 of the European Parliament and of the Council
of 28 January 2002 laying down the general principles and requirements of food



law, establishing the European Food Safety Authority and laying down
procedures in matters of food safety (OJ L-31 01/02/2002) (CELEX 32002R0178)

Other information sources

Principles of the General food law:
https://ec.europa.eu/food/safety/general_food_law/principles_en

Food Law General Requirements:
https://ec.europa.eu/food/safety/general_food law/general_requirements_en

Leaflet on Key Obligations of Business Operators:
https://ec.europa.eu/food/system/files/2016-
10/gfl_req_business_operators_obligations_en.pdf

Guidance on the implementation of certain articles of General food law:
https://ec.europa.eu/food/system/files/2016-10/gfl_reqg gquidance rev_8 en.pdf

Truy xuat ngudn géc, tuan thi va trach nhiém trong thuc pham va thirc in
chin nuéi

Theo luat an toan thuc pham cua EU, thuc pham va thirc an chin nudi khong
thé duoc dua vao thi truong trong Lién minh Chau Au (EU) néu ching khéng an
toan.

Luat Thuc pham cua EU khéng chi theo dudi muac do bao vé cao vé tinh
mang, sac khoe con nguoi va lgi ich cua nguoi tiéu dung ma con bao vé sic khoe
dong vat, sac khoe thuc vat va moi truong.

Cac nha hoat dong kinh doanh thuc pham va thirc an chin nudi phai tuan
thu cac nghia vu cu thé duoc quy dinh trong Quy dinh (EC) 178/2002 (CELEX
32002R0178), bao gém tat ca cac giai doan san xuat va phan phdi thuc pham/thic
an chan nuoi:

Tuan thu Luat Thuc pham

Truy xuat nguon goc

Trach nhiém

i. Tuan tha Luat Thuc pham

Thuc pham va thite an chin nudi nhap khau phai tuan thu cac yéu cau lién
quan caa luat thuc pham hodc cac diéu kién dugc EU cdng nhan it nhat 1a tuong


https://ec.europa.eu/food/system/files/2016-10/gfl_req_guidance_rev_8_en.pdf

duong. Co quan c¢6 tham quyén cua nudc xuat khau phai dua ra nhitng dam bao
vé viéc tuan thi hodc turong duong véi cac yéu cau caa EU.

ii. Truy xuat ngudn géc

Luat EU dinh nghia truy xuat ngudn gdc 1a kha nang truy tim va theo doi
bat ky thuc pham, thic an chian nuéi, dong vat hoac chat san xuat thyc pham nao
s& duoc sir dung dé tiéu thy, qua tat ca cac giai doan san xuat, ché bién va phan
phdi.

Pham vi y&u cau truy xuat ngudn gbc duoc gidi han & cac san pham va nha
khai thac sau:

Cac san pham

Viéc truy xuat nguon gbc ludn duoc yéu cau doi vai bat ky chat nao du dinh
hoic dy kién dugc dua vao thuc pham hoac thite an chin nudi. Tuy nhién, mot sb
san pham nhat dinh phai tuan theo cac Quy dinh hozc Chi thi cu thé cua EU, tham
chi c6 thé ap dat cac yéu cau nghiém ngat hon vé truy xuat nguon gbc, chang han
nhu:

bong vat;

Sinh vat bién do6i gen (GMO);

Hoa qua va rau;

Mét s6 san pham dong vat (thit bo, ca, mat ong);

Dau 6 liu;

Quy dinh dbi véi cac nha kinh doanh.

Piéu khoan nay nham myc dich dam bao rang cac nha hoat dong kinh doanh
thuc pham c6 thé xac dinh chinh x4c nha cung cap truc tiép caa san pham va nguoi
nhan hang ngay sau d6 (nguyén tac tién mot budc), tir nha nhap khau EU cho dén
cap ban I, khdng bao gdm viéc cung cip cho ngudi tiéu ding cudi cing.

Cac nha san xuat thuc pham va thire dn chin nudi ciing phai ¢6 san hé théng
va quy trinh cho phép cung cap thong tin nay cho Co quan cé tham quyén theo
y&u cau.

Mic du cac diéu khoan vé truy xuat ngudn goc khdng &p dung vai khu vuc
bén ngoai EU, nhung yéu cau nay ap dung cho nha nhap khau san pham vao EU



vi nha nhap khau phai c6 kha nang va trach nhiém xac dinh duoc ngudn goc xuat
st cuia san pham tir nuée thir ba.

Thuc pham hoic thice an chin nudi duge dua hodc ¢ kha niang dua vao thi
truong EU ciing phai duoc dan nhadn hodc nhan dang day du dé tao thuan lgi cho
viéc truy xuat ngudn géc théng qua céc tai liéu hodc thdng tin lién quan vé chi tiét
san pham.

Do d6, truy xuét ngudn géc cho phép:

- Ung pho véi nhiing rai ro tiém an cd thé phét sinh trong thyc pham va
thire an chan nuoi;

- Lam co s& dé thu hdi thuc pham khéng an toan khoi thi truong;

- Cung cap thong tin chinh xac cho cong ching, tir d6 giam thiéu su gian
doan thuong mail.

iii. Trach nhiém cua co s nhap khau luong thuc, thirc dn chan nudi

Cac nha hoat dong kinh doanh thyc pham o tit ca cac giai doan san xuat,
ché bién va phan phéi phai dam bao rang thuc pham dap (ng cac yéu cau cua luat
thuc pham va phai c6 bang chimg dé xac nhan céac yéu cau dé duoc dap ang.

Néu co so kinh doanh thuc pham c6 1y do cho rang thuc pham, thirc an chin
nudi nhap khau khong dap ang yéu cau an toan thuc pham thi phai tién hanh ngay
thu tuc thu hdi thuc pham dé va thong bao cho co quan c6 tham quyen.

Phéap luat hién hanh

Quy dinh (EC) 178/2002 cua Nghi vién va Hoi dong Chau Au ngay 28
thang 1 nam 2002 dat ra c4c nguyén tac va yéu cau chung cua luat thuc pham,
thanh lap Co quan An toan Thuc pham Chau Au va dit ra cac thu tuc trong cac

van dé an toan thuc pham (0J L-31 02/01/2002) (CELEX 32002R0178)

Cac ngudn thong tin khéc
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Nguyén tac chung Luat thuc pham:
https://ec.europa.eu/food/safety/general _food law/principles_en

Yéu cau chung cua Luat Thuc pham:
https://ec.europa.eu/food/safety/general_food law/general_requirements_en



To roi vé cac nghia vu chinh cia nguoi diéu hanh kinh doanh:
https://ec.europa.eu/food/system/files/2016-
10/gfl_req_business_operators_obligations_en.pdf

Huéng dan thuyc hién mot sb diéu cua Luat thuc pham:
https://ec.europa.eu/food/system/files/2016-10/gfl req quidance rev 8 en.pdf



https://ec.europa.eu/food/system/files/2016-10/gfl_req_guidance_rev_8_en.pdf

